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( December 25, 1994 Draft ) 

l^diicitional PliilantlHd|>ist (ioorjie Pcaliody ( 1795-186<-)i and tlic Poabod> Institute Ubrais. Darners. 

Massaeliiisetts: Dialojiiie anti (dironolojiy''' 
by Franklin and Bett\ .1. Parker 

FP: We are pleased to be here in liistorie Dain ers. .Massaeliiisetts. near where Cieorge Peabody was 
born and grew up. (leorge Peabody's braneh of the family was poor. His father died in debt at age 41. 
From poverty. Cieorge Peabody rose to beeome a niereliant; a broker-banker in I.ondon selling U..S. state 
bonds to promote roads, eanals. and railroads: a finaneier of the Me.xiean War and the Atlantie Cable Co.: 
and an edueational philanthropist, greatest of his time. DWho were liis parents? 



B,IP: His father. Thomas Peabody (1762-181 1). was born in Andover and moved to Haverhill, 
where he met and married (.Inly 16. 1789) Judith Dodge of Rowley (near Georgetown). He was tall and 
dark complexioned. She was medium sized, delicate, and fair. Their first two children were born in 
Haverhill: son David, April 23, 1790; and daughter Aehsah Spofford, November 14, 1791. JIHow did 
Thomas make a living? 



FP: Thomas Peabody worked in leather. For a better living, he moved from Haverhill to Danvers, 
1794. a leather center since the 1740s because of its fresh w ater and oak trees. George Peabody was born 
February 18. 179.S. third child and second son of eight children, in a two story frame house. 205 Washington 
.Street. Peabody. Massachusetts, now the George Peabod> House Ci\ ie Center. His homemade cradle is on 
display at the Peabody Historical .Society in Pea bod \ . ^IDoveribe George's schooling. 

B,1P: Fi\e other children followed: Judith Dodge (A|)ril 1799). Thomas (April 17. 1801). 
Jeremiah Dodge (January 23. 1 805). Mary Gaines ( Se|)tember 7. 180~i. and Sophronia Phel|)s ( No\ ember 4. 
1809)--eight children, four sons, four daughters. George had four scant years in a district school, ages 8 to 
1 1 ( 1803-07). *|Why so little schooling? 

FP: Not a sueeessful breadw inner. Thomas had ti> ^ell his land, mortgage his home. remo\ e George 
from school, and apprentice him in Sylvester Pri'ctor's general store for four years ( 1807 to 1 1 ). Li\ ing 
above and working in that store was George's eommereial beginning. He swept, cleaned, kept accounts. 
dis|)layeil and .sold clothing and other goods, learned the value of monev and credit, heard of countries w here 
|)roduets were grown or made, and found how gomls were shipped b\ land and water. *|What did he do 
after his a|)|)rentieeship years'.’ 
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BJP; At age 15 he went alone to stay for a year with his maternal grandparents, the Dodges, Post 
Mills village, riietford, Vermont. . At age 16 he worked in older brother David's Newbiiry])ort, 
Mas.sadnisetts. dr\ goods store. Tragedy struck May 1811: his father died, the family home was lost, and 
the "(Ireal Newburyport Fire" ruined business pros|)ccts. His father's younger brother. Uncle .lohn. watited 
to open a dry gO(.>ds store in (ieorgetowii. District of C'olunibia. with (ieorge. riiey had no stock. I biele .lohn 
had no credit, (ieorge, at 17, asked help from Newburyport merchant Prescott Spaulding, who offered letters 
of credit. With letters of credit (ieorge got from Boston merchant .lohn Reed merchandise worth $2,000. 
With goods to sell, (ieorge and his uncle moved south to open their (ieorgetown, D.C. store. JjWhat 
happened in the District of ('olumbia? 

FP: Young Peabody tended store. He also sold goods by backpack and horse and buggy to nearby 
homes and plantations. In the War of 1812 he met fellow .soldier and experienced merchant Elisha Riggs, 
Sr. ( 1779- 18.5.U. became junior partner (1814) of Riggs, Peabody & Co., which moved (1815) from 
Georgetown, D.(\, to Baltimore, with Philadelphia and New York branches. Riggs left the finn for banking. 
His nephew and later his son joined the renamed Peabody, Riggs & Co. The firm bought clothing and other 
manufactured goods abroad to sell to U.S. retailers and sold abroad American cotton and other raw products. 
Peabody made five buying trips to Europe in 10 years, 1827 io'.^7, then moved permanently to London, 
18.^7, Just before young Victoria was crowned queen. 3)Why the permanent move to lx)ndon'.^ 

lUP: The U nited States needed European capital for internal improvements. In 18.^7. a year of 

financial panic. Maryland named three commissioners to sell its .$8 million bond issue to finance internal 
improvements: roads, canals, and railroads. Peabody replaced one commissioner who resigned. Selling 
those 1h)iu1s took years. Peabody found London, the world's financial capital, congenial for business. By 
184.) (ieorge Peabody & Co.. I.ondon. was a small. res|)ectcd competitor of older, larger intertiational 
banking firms like Baring ami Rothschild. At 59. sometimes ill. and wanting time for his philanthropies, he 
took as |)arlner Boston merchant .lunius Spencer Morgan ( l8l.)-90). Morgan's son. .lohn Pierpont Morgan 
( 18.)7-19|.)), began as New York agent for (ieorge Peabody 8: (’o. When Peaboily retired without an heir. 
1864. the firm became ,1. .S. Morgan Co. George Peabody was the founding root of the banking hou.se of 
Morgan. Peabody workeil 25 years in (ieorgetown and Baltimore ami .)2 years in London. flWhat about 
return visits to the U.S.'.’ 

FP: On three \isits home, 18.%, 18(i6. and summer 18(i9, to visit family, look after his 

philanthropies, ami obserxe business conditions, he was increasingly greeted as a new-found hero. To show- 
why , I digress to mention his growing reputation in Lomlon. He rendered serx'ices for visiting Americans 
(services the American Express now routinely does): gave dinners bringing together Americans and British 
notables: ami began his first Peabody Institute Library (1852). 31Wliat brought him to public attention in 
I omloii ill 1851'.’ 







BJP; Prince Albert, Queen Victoria's husband, bejian the first world's fair, I.ondoii. 1851, the Great 
C'rystal Palace Hxhibition. C'ongress endorsed U.S. |)articipation but did not appropriate money. U.S. 
products |)iled up in a large unadorned display area. Other countries but not the U..S. subsidized the artistic 
display of their national prcnlucts. British satirical magazine P/nn 7; w rote; "We could not help. ..being struck 
by the glaring contrast between large pretensions and little performance |of| America." New York Evening 
P()\i correspondent in l.ondon wrote: "It is a national disgrace that American wares, which are good, arc so 
barely displayed, .so. ..ambitiously spread out in so large a space." l).,S. Ambassador Abbott Law'rcnce had 
no funds, (jeorge Peabody's offer to lend the e.xhibitors SI 5.000 to adorn the American pavilion was 
gratefully received. ?JWhat did visitors see? 

FP: Some six million visitors saw attracti\ ely displayed Alfred C. Hobbs's unpickable locks, Samuel 
('oil's revolvers. Hiram Powers' statue, the Greek Slave. (Arus McCormick's reaper, Robert Hoe's printing 
press, and Bond's spring governor. Peabody was praised for t'ne loan, iater repaid by Congress, and for 
helping restore American pride. Praise also came for his early Anglo-Aracrican dinner. July 4. 1851 . JWhat 
about that dinner? 

BJP: London was full of Americans. Peabody, busy with social calls and getting tickets for 
Americans to visit Parliament, the Botanical Gardens, plays, and operas, al-so planned an Anglo-American 
dinner. His friends were wary. Hnglish society still looked down on brash Americans. After Ambassador 
Abbott Lawrence inquired discreetly, he told Peabody that Hnglish society would not attend. JlWliat 
happened? 

P'P: Peabody itn ited the Duke of Wellington, revered Hnglishman who had defeated Napoleon at 
Waterloo. When the 84-\car-old Duke said yes. London society came. Peabod\ 's July 4. 1851. dinner, the 
lirst of many he paid for. succeeded enormously, l lie press echoed public appro\’al. Peabody's nephew 
wrote from C'ambridge. Massachusetts: "Your parting entertainment to the American H.xhibitors has caused 
\our name to be know n and appreciated on this side of the .Atlantic." Washington. D.('.. business associate 
William W. ('ortx)ran wrote; "You are winning golden opinions from all sorts of men." Peabods' replied to 
Corcoran, who had donated the C'orcoran Art Gallerx in Washington. D.C'.. "How ever liberal 1 ma\’ be here. 
I cannot keep pace with your noble acts of charit\ at home; but one of these da\s...l shall become a strong 
competittir of \ours in bcne\'olence." fliis hint w as about the first Peabody Institute 1 .ibrary ( 1852) aiul later 
gifts. *IWhat about his first gift? 

BJP: Danvers celebrated its lOOth year of separation from .Salem. June 16, 1852. Speeches were 

made aiui letters read from dignitaries including George Peabody. Busy in London, unable to attend, he 

recalled to the anniversary committee; "...It was in a humble house in the South Parish that 1 was born and 

in the ctmimon schools there obtained the limited eihication m\ parents coiihl afforil...." "Plant." he urged. 

"the New Hnglaiul ('omnion Sehool among the emigrants filling up the Mississippi Valle\." With a 

sentiment, "liducation- a debt due from present to future generations." he enclosed S20.(KX). first installment 
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for his first Peabody Institute in old South learners, renamed Peabody. 1868. to whieli he jiaN e a total of 
S2I7.6(X) for building, leeture fund, and library. He later ga\c a total of $100,000 for his .second Peabody 
Institute library in pre.sent Danvers. JlWhat was his role in the search for lost Hnglish hero-explorer Sir 
•lohn Franklin? 

FP: Arctic explorer Sir John Franklin ( 1786-1847) and crew were lost (1847) searching for the 
Northwest Passage. Lad>' Franklin asked (1834) the U.S. government's help in searching for her missing 
husband. New York merchant Henry Grinnell gave two ships. The U.S Navy authorized a search expedition 
under Elisha Kent Kane. George Peabody wrote to Kane: "...Aware of the uncertainty of ICongressional 1 
\otes on appropriations of money....l lofferj $10,000" to equip the expedition. This 1854 expedition under 
Kane, with equipment paid for by Peabody, did not find Sir John Franklin. But it did begin U.S. Arctic 
exploration. Kane named Peabody Bay. off Greenland, to honor Peabody's financial contribution. Peabody 
won praise for his connection with this early instance of Anglo-American cooperation. JJWhat is the 
connection with a White House desk? 

BJP: H.M.S. Resolute, a British ship, was lost in the search for Franklin. A U.S. whaler found it 
abandoned in the Arctic ice and removed it. The U.S. government bought the ship, fitted it for sea, and 
returned it to Britain as a gift. In gratitude, when the Resolute was broken up. Queen Victoria had a massive 
desk made from it and gave the desk to the President of the United States. First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy 
found that desk in storage and moved it to the Oval Office. Famous photos show little John John Kennedy 
playing under that desk, jri'ell more about Peabody's 1856 U.S. visit. 

FP: News spread fast about Peabody's planned visit. Invitations poured in. Knowing that South 
Danvers had voted expenses for a formal welcome, his sister Judith wrote. "The people. ..will be extremely 
cli.sappointed if they do not do much more than anybody ekse and do it first. They are tenaeious of their right 
to you." Young .I.P. Morgan, helping old Peabody pack, wrote to his cousin: "He is a very agreeable 
gentleman and very full of wit but a regular old bachelor. If you could have .seen the quantity of nic- 
iiacs...lhe| stored... w ith the greatest precision, you would. ..have thought lie w as going to.. .some unexplored 
region." *)What happened on his arrival in New York? 

B.JP: B usiness friends wanted to wine and dine him. Flis letter to the New York Daily limes 
explained w hy he declined all public dinners except at Danvers. In Newburyport on his way to Danvers, he 
recognized Prescott ,Si)aulding. who, 44 years earlier ( 1812). helped get his first consignment of goods. 1 o 
visitors in Danvers. George Peabod>’ at age 61 see:n(\| the iierfect hero. Born poor, he became rich. A 
patriot, he stood against states' repudiation of their debts and w on respect when states resumed their bond 
interest payments. People admired his hospitality to Americans in London, his international dinners, his 
1851 aiil to American exhibitors, his help in the search for Sir John Franklin, and his first Peabody Institute 
Lihrarv . JlWhat happened in Dain ers? 
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FP: I’cabcxly was welcomed Ociober 9, 1856, by tlags, banners, bands. 1,500 marching Danvers 
school chikiren. and a crowd of 5,0(X). Se\cnieen-ycar-okl schoolgirl Alice L. l^iitnam, who rode a horse- 
drawn bus lo Darners from Salem, wrote: "Mr. Peabody is a fine looking man.... Quite tall and stout: he 
looked warm and dusts . ..but had a line open eounienanee....lHcl appeared very much affected and his haiul 
trembled vcr> much." !)What did Peabody say? 

BJP: He said he felt, after 20 years' absence, like Rip Van Winkle. About his business firm, he .said: 
"Heaven has been pleased to reward my efforts with success, and has permitted me to establish. ..a hou.se in 
lthc| great metropolis of Bngland.... 1 have endeavored. ..to make it an American house, to give it an 
American atmosphere, to furnish it with American journals; to make it a center for American news, and an 
agreeable place for my American friends visiting England." IfWhat did the press say about the Danvers 
reception? 

FP: Boston Courier. "The reception of George Peabody. ..was an honor of which the foremost man 
in the Republic might be proud." London Times'. "...Danvers [was! the scene of a grand festival..." Again, 
young J. P. Morgan wrote to his cousin: "The report ]of Mr. Peabody's reception at Danvers] has been 
copied into several of the European journals, and very well spoken of." 3flf Danvers was divided the 
previous year. 1855, and South Danvers had the first Peabody Institute Library, what about North Danvers? 

BJP: Peabody started a second Peabody Institute Library in present-day Danvers with $10,000. 
December 22, 1856, and ultimtitcly gave a tottil of SIOO.O(X). He gave Best Scholar Medals to high school 
students in both prcsent-da\’ Danvers and prcsent-ilay Peabody. After Danvers, he established the Peabody 
Institute of Baltimore, February 12, 18.57, whose striking building opened ten years later with a lecture hall, 
lecture fund, reference library, art gallery, and wh;it is now the Peabody Conservatory of Music. He gave the 
Peabody Institute of Baltimore ;i total of $ 1 .4 million. Before returning to London, he gave $ 15.000 each to 
public libraries in Georgetown, D. ('.. and Newburyport. .Massachusetts. JlMention his U.S. visit 10 years 
later, in 18Wi. 

FP: He was 71 in 1866, retired, and often ill. Ha\ ing paid for the education of his y('iunger brothers 
and sisters, he later ptiitl for their children's schooling, including nephew Othnicl Charles Marsh. Marsh at 
Yale became the first U..S. professor of paleontology, the second such professor in the world, and a famous 
di.scovercr of dino.saur remains. Through Marsh's scienee interest. Pe;ibod\ ga\ e $150,000 each to foiiiul the 
Peabody Museum of Anthropology, Harvard l)ni\ ersity, tiiul the Peabody Museum of Natural Hi.storx , Yale 
University. He also g;i\e fiiiuls to what is now the PeaboiU Essex Museum. ?)Describe the Peabody Es.sex 
Museum background. 



BJP: The Peabody Essex Museum of .Stilem is the oldest continuously operating museum in the 

United .Stiites. It began as the l:ast lndi;i Mtirinc ,Soeiet\ 1 1799), a charity for .Stilem shipmasters' w idows 
tind orphans. B\ 1867 its eollecti(.)n of navigational instruments and ethnological treasures, donated In 
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acquisitive New England shipmasters, desperately needed a nuiseum building. George Peabody's $140.(XX) 
gift established the Peabody Academy of .Science ( 1867). renamed the Poabod> Museum of Salem ( 1915). 
which existed side by side with the Essex Institute ( 1848). These two merged in 1992 as the Pcaboilx Essex 
Museum. JjWhat did Peabodx' contribute to Massachusetts and New England? 

FP: Eive libraries in what are now Peabody. Danvers. Newbur\port, and Georgetown. 

Massachusetts, and in Thetford, Vermont: plus a math and scieiiee professorship at Phillips Academy. 
Andover. His library gifts promoted tax-supported public libraries. His three tiuiseutns of seicnce at 
Harvard, Yale, and in Salem had national and world influence. These science gifts were important because 
science still fought for a place alongside the liberal arts. As a respected merehant. banker, internationalist, 
and leading philanthropist, he added pride to Massachusetts and New England. JIBaek to 1867: why did he 
found the Peabody Education Fund (PEE) for the South? 

BJP: From 1859 he planned a large gift for New York City's poor. But shocked at the devastation 
he saw. in the post-Civil War South in 1866, he changed his mind and established a $1 million education 
fund, February 1867, to revive public education and prepare teachers in the 1 1 former Confederate states. 
West Virginia was added because of its poverty. He doubled the fund to $2 million, June 29, 1869. It 
should have been $3.5 million, but two southern states never honored their $1.5 million bonds he owned and 
gave to the Fund. JITell about his August 1869 meeting with Robert E. Lee. 

P^P: In August 1869. Peabody was 74. feeble, arthritic, hardh able to walk. Sensing that this tnight 
be his last summer of life, he bra\'ed the London-to-New York crossing, doubled his southern education 
fund, and joined business friend W.W. ('orcoran at White Sulphur Springs, W.Va.. popular warm springs 
health spa. JjWho else was at the springs that August 1869? 

B,IP: Present that August 18o9 were eight former Ccuifederate generals, southern officials, luirtheni 
educator Barnas .Sears, and southern educator .l.L.M. Curr\'. The last tw o were college presidents and in turn 
first and second chief administrators of the PEE. The accidental presence of Lee. Peabod\. northern and 
southern educators, and southern military and other leaders led to spontaneous informal talk'' about 
rebuilding the .South through public education. ’IWhat ha\ e historians w ritten abmit the educational 
consec|uences of those August 1869 White .Sulphur Springs talks? 

FP; Because of \ast publicity on doubling his education futid for the South, the elite group at White 
Sulphur .Springs knew who Peabody was. passed atul published in local new spa|)ers resolutions of praise to 
him. tiiul merrymakers held a Great Peabody Ball in his honor. You ask what historians wrote abtnit the 
White .Sulphur .Springs gathering. Historian Peree\ al Reniers wrote. "The affair that did tnost to re\ i \ e |the 
Southerners'! esteem was the Peabody ball." Historian E, Merton Coulter added that Southern societx 'was 
reborn at the Virginia spritigs, that "the greatest gesture of frietidship the South ever made towatxl the 
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Nortli...vvas ilic Peabody ball in 1869 to honor George I’cabodyl's southern ediieation i...t'oundation." ?)Wliat 
followed from the White Sidpluir Springs ediieation talks'? 

BJP: They led to Four C'onfercnees on Fidiieation in the .South, 1898-1901. involving (,'urry and 

other l^HF trustees. These led to formation of the Southern Ediieation Board ( 1901-14). .lohn F. Slater 
eredited George Peabody's c.xample in founding the Slater Fund for Negro Ediieation in the South. I'EF 
trustees Paul Tulaiie and Anthony Dre.xel founded 'I'ulane Unix ersity. New Orleans, and the Drexel Institute, 
f’hiladelphia. John D. Rockefeller's General Education Board (1902-62) included C'urry and other PEF’ 
trustees. These funds and conferences, plus the Rosenwald Fund and the Anna 'P. Jeanes Fund, with 
overlapping trustees, worked together to uplift the South through public education. ?)Why did this wealth 
and power care about public education in the South'? 

FP: Enlightened self-interest made business leaders see that a better educated South would advance 
the national economy. The pioneering PEF helped create educational leaders, was the first U.S. multi- 
million dollar foundation to try to solve social ills, the first U.S. education foundation without religious 
conditions, the first whose influence was national, the first to provide for modifications as conditions 
changed, and the first to select trustees from the professions and business. PEF precedents were adopted by 
later foundations in the South and the nation. George Peabody founded modern American educational 
philanthropy, the main finding of our research. JWhat led to our research on George Peabody? 

BJP: We were Berea College. Kentucky, graduates, married in 1950. first taught together at Ferrum 
C\)llege near Roanoke, Virginia, attended Peabody College for Teachers in Nasln ille, rennessee, the 
summer of 1951. and moved to Nashville for four >ears of graduate study. 1952-56. *)Wh> did we choose 
(ieorge Peabodx as a reseaivh topic? 

I‘'P; In discussions with Peabodx (College Graduate Dean, later President Felix C. Robb, he 
mentioned that at Harvard Graduate School of fiducation. which he attended, historian Ai'thiir Schlesingei, 
Sr., had suggested that he write on George Peabodx's educational innuence, about which there was no 
definitixe studx. Robb chose, instead, to write on .school administration. Perhaps regretting a good to|'hc not 
pursued, he suggested it to me. This put us on the trail of George Peabody. *IHoxx did Peabodx make his 
fortune ? 

BJP: Bx close attention to detail. For shipping goods, he had to knoxx timetables of coaches, 
railroads, and ships. He had vision and a keen sense of all that affected business: political events, social 
trends, and technological developments. Convinced that Maryland and other states must resume interest 
payment on their bonds for internal improxemenl. he bought them himself at low cost and later pi'ofited: 
profited again from selling Mexican war bonds: profited again as a director and financier of the Atlantic 
Cable Co. (the last as exciting then as todax's computer and information superhighw a> ). *)Was there anx 
romance in his life? 







FP: He had a broken engagement to a IVovidence. Rhode Island, beauty, Esther Elizabeth Hoppin 
(1819-1905). She was in London for Queen Victoria's coronation (.liine 28, 1838). He was 43. she 19. 
Returning to Pro\ idence she met an earlier love, Alexander Lardner, asked Peabody to release her from their 
engagement, and married Lardner. I hree other ladies were romantically linked to Peabody: Miss Wileoeks. 
nieee of a ll.S. Ambassador in London: Hlise Tiffany and Elizabeth Knox, both of Baltimore, but he never 
married. flWhat was the focus of our research? 

BJP: Our focus was the history and influence of Peabody's education institutions. 1 list thent: 
Peabody music conservatory and art gallery: seven Peabody libraries in cities where he had lived, worked, or 
had family ties: three Peabody science museums at Harvard, Yale, and in Salem, Massachusetts: three 
science and mathematics professorships at Washington and Lee llni\ crsity, Kenyon CTillege, and Phillips 
Academy; the S2 million Peabody Education Fund (pre.sent descendant, Peabody ("ollege of Vanderbilt 
University): and the $2.5 million Peabody homes for low-income working people in London (1862). 
JWhere did the .search take us? 

FP; On manuscript reading trips to Washington, D.C., Baltimore, New York City, Boston, 
Cambridge. New Haven; and with a small grant, to England, to the Peabody Trust, which administers the 
Peabody Homes of l.ondon: Morgan, Grenfell & Co., descendant of George Peabody & Co.; the British 
Ubrary; Athenaeum Club; Windsor (4istle Royal Archives; the Admiralty; and Foreign Office. *|What 
happened on our return to Nashville? 

BJP: You gave the Peabody College Founders Day Address. February 18, 19.55. Then came a \ear 
and a half of documenting the George Peabody dissertation, defending it. and graduating, reaching years 
followed at the l.lni\crsitics of Texas (Austin). Oklahoma (Norman), and West Virginia (Morgantou ii ). 
Publishers retumed the Peabody book manuscripts. *)How did our luck change? 

FP: 1 spoke at the Peabod\' College May 1970 commencement. Noting my presence. Vanderbilt 
UniversitN Press director asked to see the George Peabody manuscript. I he result was the 1971 Gcori’e 
Peabody. .3 Biography. After it u as out of print. 1 urged the press to consider reprint or rev ision. On April 
5. ET^)2. the press director, looking toward George Peabod\'s 200th birthday (February 18. 1995). agreed to 
publish a revised edition. ?)Wh\ docs George Pcabod\ merit special attention ? 

BJP: His gifts, made before tax laws fa\ oreti charitable gi\ing. had few precedents. Wealthier 
l)hilanthropists .lohn 1). Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie. Henry Ford, and others, were more publicized, arc 
better known. Pealxxl)'s philanthropies, which seem small and minor now, wen' considerable for their time 
and when atljusted for inflation. riie\ set precctlcnts and were imitated by later foundations. George 
I’eabodv foundetl nuxlern American educational philanthropy. But times change, costs mount, institutions 
ilcclinc. some die. flHow ha\e Pc;ibod\ institutions sur\i\ ed? 
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FP: His sos cii libraries beeamc la\-siipportetl public libraries. His PHF trustees, w ho were allowed 
to end the trust in 1914, gave $468.(X)0 to 14 Southern uni\ersit> departments of education (the Univcrsitv 
of North ('arolina at (Miapcl Hill's edueation building is still ealled Feabodv Hall): $,^46,000 went to the 
Slater Fund, still used by the Southern Hdueation Foundation lor .Arrican-Anierican education; and $1.5 
million went to George l\'abody ('ollege lor l eaehers, whose 210-vear academic lineage under si,\ tiames 
includes Davidson Academy (1785-1806, cliartered b\ North ('arolina before 'rennessee statehood): 
renamed Cumberland College (1806-26); renamed l.hiiversity of Nashville (1826-75): renamed Peabody 
Normal College (1875-1909); then George Peabody ('ollege for l eaehers (1909-79): and since 1979 
Peabody College of Vanderbilt University. JlWhat happened to the Peabody Institute of Baltimore? 

BJP: Bud get problems forced the Peabody Library of Baltimore, a special research eolleetion. to 
become part of the Enoch Pratt Free Ipublic] Library for 16 years (1966-82). (You know; the Peabody 
Library of Baltimore's rich collection early allowed Peabody librarians proudly to fill interlibrary loan 
requests from the great Library of Congress). For the last 13 years (since 1982), the Peabody Library and its 
sister institution, the Peabody Conservatory of Music, have been departments of the Johns Hopkins 
University. JlHow were Enoch Pratt and Johns Hopkins connected with Peabody? 

FP: Peabody influenced both these fellow Baltimore merchants. Enoch Pratt, trustee and treasurer 
of the Peabody Library of Baltimore, endowed the Enoch Pratt Free Library as Baltimore's public library. 
Johns Hopkins spccilically asked Peabody's advice on w hat to do with his fortune. Twenty- four hours after 
their meeting. Hopkins wrote his will creating the Johns Hopkins University. Hospital, and Medical School. 
I'hus, institutions founded by Enoch Pratt and Johns Hopkins, both influenced by George Peabody, helped 
his Peabody Institute of Baltimore survive and flourish. The Peabodv museums have had to raise additional 
funds for their worldwide activ ities. ’The lY'abodv Homes of London, a real success storv . now house 26.()0() 
j)eople. Peabodv's legacy remains significant in teacher edueation, music education, science edueation. 
public libraries, and low-cost housing. ^IDid anyone dislike Peabodv ? 

BJP: Yes. William .Lloyd Garrison ( IBO-s-'P). strict .ibolitiiini^t, before Peabodv's death, made this 
first criticism: "...Mr. Peabody was with the South in I'eeling and sentiment.... His first. ..donation, 
was... to. ..Maryland... vv hen that state was rotten with tre.ison.... |Novv ill andl true to hi^ Southern 
sympathies. ..he hastens to White Sulphur Springs in Virginia.. .. fav orite resort of the elite of rebeldoni...." 
Garrison's second criticism: "Mr. Peabody has given two million^ of dollars for the edueation of the 

ignorant classes of the South |btit|...the Peabodv Education Fund...|adfiiinistrator Sears| savs...'We must look 
particularly after. .. vv hite children.'" Garrison's third eritieism: that George IVabodv denounced the 
Mas.saehusetts Personal Liberty Bill prohibiting slave hunters from removing fugitive slaves from 
Mas.saehusetts. JlWho answered these harsh charge^? 

FP: Henrv Adams ( 1838-1918), son of the U.S. .imbassador to England during the ('ivil War. 

affirmed Peaboilv's Union loyaltv. as did fhuiiow Weed ' 1797 1882). New York State politician atui 
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newspaper editor. Weed was in 1-ondon, 1861, as President Lincoln's emissary to keep Hngland and France 
I'rom aiding the C'onfederacy. Peabody helped Weed contact British leaders. A New York Times reporter 
cpioteti Pcahod\ as saN ing, "The war might ha\c been, should ha\ e been prevented, but the Union is cheap 
even at this great saerit'iee of blood and treasure." *)Was Peabody's Baltimore gift political? 

BJP: Th e Baltimore In.stitiite's (PIB. founded 1857; opened 1867) chief planner was John Pendleton 
Kenneds . Peabody's friend since the War of 1812, former Secretary of the U.S. Na\ y, and staunch Unionist. 
This educational gift to a city where Peabody li\ed and worked for 22 years had no political connotation. 
Nor did Peabody's August 1869 White Sulphur Springs visit, fhe FT'abody Ball, resolutions of praise for 
Peabody and Peabody's warm response were spontaneous, and did not have a sinister intent— as Garrison put 
it— to "laid and abet] the criminals of the South." ?|Did Peabo.dy oppose Massachusetts' bill prohibiting slave 
hunters from removing fugitive slaves? 

FP: Garrison confused George Peabody, philanthropist, with another George Peabody ( 1804-92), 
F.astern Railroad president, Boston, who did sign a petition against Massachusetts' Personal l.iberty Bill, 
Garrison made a mistake. Angry and bitter, he looked on the South as the enemy long after the Civil War, 
He raged at Peabody because the PRF aimed to revive the South. JjDid the PRF favor Whites over Blacks as 
charged? 



BJP: Peabody wanted both races to benefit from his Fund. First PRF administrator (for l.J years, 
1867-80) Barnas Sears's dilemma was how best to use the PEF's small resources, the interest on S2 million, 
to meet the South's enormous educational needs. *)What was Sears's PRF policy? 

FP: Aideil schools had to be in larger towns where many ehildrcn could be gathered, had to meet at 
least nine months a y ear, had to lia\e at least one teaeher per fifty students, and had to be permanently 
supported by local and state taxes. This a'd rose with enrollment and required eommunity matehing funds 
(sometimes double and treble). Scars made local school leaders who fa\orcd tax-sup|)ortcd public schools 
sub-agents, authori/ed to spend PRF money as needed locally . JlWhat unique problems faced Sears? 

B.JP: .Surprisingly, Sears first ( 1867) found Black schools better off than White schools because, for 
nine yc'ars ( 1865-”4). the federal Freedmen's Bureau, northern mi.ssionaries, and northern teachers massively 
aidc'd Hlack not White schools. Right or w rong, PliF |)oliey ga\ e Black schools two-thirds the amount c>f aid 
given White schools. Sears warned. "Some will find fault with our making any distinction between the two 
races." ^lAnother problem Sears faced? 

FP: Most southern states required separate White-Black schools. Sears knew that if he fought 
segregation, he would lose and wreck the PRF. lo carry out the PRF's mission, he felt he had to comply. 
Also, the public was slow to pay taxes for public schools. Fducation in the South, then, was a pri\ate family 
resironsibility . Free or tax supported public schools were looked dow n upon as charity schools. Rather than 
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be s(ij>mati/cd as poor, low income White families kept their eliilclren home. ?|Were an>' Southern schools 
raeiall) intejirated'.’ 

1 .oiiisiana law rec|uired racially integrated public' sehools. But these were in praetice Blaek 
.schools to u liich White parents would not .send their ehikiren. In Louisiana. Sears felt he had no option but 
to aid private sehools for White ehikiren who would otherw ise grow up in ignorance. ?jWas Sc'ars a racist? 

FI»: He was eritiei/.ed for the two-thirds Blaek school di.seriminatory rate and for not resisting school 
segregation. Rex isionist historians, now that school integration is largely won, judge Scars more harshly 
than did eontemporarx critics. But 120 years ago, to carrx out the PHF's mission, he felt he had to comply 
with state laxvs. For balance, remember that in 1914 the PHF gave S.^46,000 to the Slater Fund for Blaek 
education, still used for that purpose by the Southern Education Foundation. There xve must leave Sears and 
the PEF. JjAnyone else critical of Peabody? 

BJP: Benjamin Moran (1820-86), aspiring American xx'riter in London and long-time Embassy 
secretary, kept a secret diary. Peabody, he wrote, "generally bags the nexv American Minister for his oxvn 
purposes and shows him. ..around, ..as his puppet to. ..fourth rate English aristocrats and Americanlsl...xvho 
eat his dinners and laugh at him for his pains." In the Panic of 1857, to keep solvent, Peabody needed a large 
loan from the Bank of England. Moran's entry: "This loan has been secured and once more the Great 
American money sxvaggerer is able to hold up his head." Moran xvas connected xx ith a nexx ( 1858) American 
Association in l.ondon. xvanting to spon.sor Anglo-American dinners. Moran's journal entry: "Old Peabody 
goes xvith | American .loshua Bates] against |the American As.sociation |... Bates and Peabody are heartless... 
rhe> hax'e K d people. ..& hate this seheme becau.se it w ill destrox- their rule." ‘lAny other Hetijamin Moran 
criticism? 

FP: When Peabodx died in London. Noxember4. 1869. letters to newspapers urged public honors 
for him. Friends evplained that his xxill rec|uestcd burial in Harmony (froxe C'emetcry. near .Salem. 
Massachusetts. Consternation filled the embassx when Westminster Abbex xxas offered for temporary 
burial, xx hen the warship H.M.S. Moinirrh xvas offered to transfer his remains, xx hen an American escort ship 
xvas ordered from Marseilles. France, when decisions had to be made and protocol folloxved. Moran's diarx 
entry for Nox ember LS. 1869: "Old I’eabodx has gix en us much trouble and it seems as if he nex er xx oukl be 
x|uiet." Noxember 16: "Mr. IVabodx haunts the Legation frc'in all parts of the xx orld like a ghost." December 
6: "Will that old mtin exer be buried?.. ..He gixes trouble to all classes of officials, royal, republican, state, 
diplomatic, naxal. considate. ecclesiastical, and cixil. and has stirred up commotion all oxer the xxorld." 
JlWhat about Peabodx 's motix es: Whx did he gixo? 

B,|P: One clue is the sentiment sent xxith his 18.^2 gift for his first institute librarx: "Education, a 
debt due from present to future generations." *|l)o xoii know the source of th;it sentiment? 



FP: riic motlo, Peabody's own, had I'liritan roots. .lonatlian Edwards said: We are like a city set on 
a Inll. a nioilel unto the world. I'here were ('alvinistie origins: the eleet who are saved nuist lead good lives 
and tlo good \U)rks. ('olonial New England recgiired sehools and learning for salvation, to read the Bible 
.••.mi to uiuierstaiul sermons. Remember the .Wir Primer's "In Adam's fall, we sinned all," and 

Massachusetts' Old Deliider .Satan Act. 1647: to confound that old deliider. Satan, sehools and learning shall 
lorever be promoteil. You ask about "hdueation, a debt due from present to future generations'".^ It w'as 
unii|uely Peabody's motto, uniciuely New' England Puritan. JlAny other motives for Peabody's giving? 

A nephew asked Peabod>'s financial help to atten.c Yale ('ollege. Peabody replied. May 18. 
1831: "Deprived as 1 was of the opportunit>' of obtaining anything more than the most common education. 1 
am well qualified to estimate it.s value by the disadvantages I labor under in the society |in| which my 
business and situation in life frequently throws me, and willingly would 1 now give twenty times the e.^pense 
attending a good education could 1 possess it, but it is now too late for me.... I can only do to those that 
come under my care, as 1 could have wished circumstances had permitted others to have done by me." J)Any 
other clue to why he gave? 

FP; When Peabody laid out his plans and his philanthropic adviser, Robert C. Winthrop, marveled at 
their scope, Peabody replied. "Why, Mr. Winthrop, this is no new idea to me. From the earliest of my 
manhood, I have contemplated some such disposition of my property: .../ have prayed my Heavenly Father 
day hy day that / miyht he enabled before I died, to show my yratitude hy doiny some yreat yood to my 
fellowmen." (the last words are engraved on his Westminster Abbey marker). JlWhat was said of George 
Peabod) at his death? 

H.JP: Novelist Victor Hugo, offering a Ereneh perspecti\ e. wrote at Peabody's death: "America has 
rea.son to be proiul of this great citizen of the world and gnnU brother of all men.... Having a place near 
Rothsehihl. lhe| found means to change it for one near Vincent de Paul." French political writer Louis Blane 
wrote: "1 mourn for the illustrious American whose life was of such \alue to the most needy of his 
fellowmen.... Mourners at Westminster Abbey, their silent sorrow .... the readiness of shopkeepers in dosing 
their shops and lowering their blinds.--these were the homages due one w hose title in history will be--the 
frieml of the poor." fILet us list George Peabody's honors in life. 

FP: He w-as the first American to receive the Freedom of the City of London, .Inly 10, 1862. The 
only other American to recei\ e this honor was General Dwight D. Eisenhow cr in 194.3. 

BJP: He received honorary membership in two ancient guilds: the ('lothworkers' Company of 
London. ,iul\ 2. 1862; and the Fishmongers' Compan\ of London. April 19, 1866. 
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FP: He ciediiied a knighthood, unvvillino to oi\c up his American citizenship, accepting instead a 
letter ol' thanks and a s[)ecially made miniature portrait from Queen Victoria. March 1867. inscribed 
"Presented l\s’ tlie Queen, to (]. IVabotiy. Hsq.. benel'actor ot tlic poor of London." 

BJP: He had prix atc audiences with Pope Pius IX. French Hmperor Napoleon 111. and Hmpress 
Hugenic. in 1868. 

FP: His statue b\ Ameriean sculptor William W, .Stor>’ was erected near the Royal H.xehange. 
riireailneedle .Street. London, paid for by popular subscription, utneiled by the Prince of Wales, .luly 23. 
1869. with a replica in front of the Peabody Institute of Baltimore. 1890. It amazed Britons in 1862 that an 
Ameriean. a foreigner, gave to a city and country not his own $2.5 million for low-cost housing for the 
working poor. London has statues of four Americans: Abraham Lincoln, erected 1920; George Washington, 
1921; Franklin D. Roosevelt. 1948; and— before them— George Peabod)’. 1869. 

BJP: ( Congress passed a resolution of praise and had a gold medal struck for him. March 1867, 
inscribed^ " riie people of the United States to George Peabod)’, in acknowledgment of his Beneficial 
Promotion of Universal Education." 

FP: South Danvers' citizens voted to change the name of his hometown to Peabody, Massachusetts, 
April 13. 1868. 

B.JP: On .lune 26. 1867. O.xford Unix ersity gave him an honorary Doctor of Civil Law degree at the 
.Sheldonian Theatre, while students wildlx’ stamped their feet in approval. On duty that da\ . mathematics 
don Charles L. Doilgson (Lewis Carroll of Alice in W’ondcrland fame), met Peabody that evening. Harvard 
University ga\e Peabody an honorary Doctor of Law degree in uhscntiu three w eeks later. .lul\ 17. 1867. 

FP: He was considered as Secretary of the 'freasur\ in President Andrew .lohnson's C'abinet. 
February 1867. but declined because of age and illness. Jll .et us list George Peaboily's honors after death. 

B.IP: The Dean of Westminster Abbey, in Italx when he read of Peabodx's death, recalling 
Peabody's London housing gift, telegraphed his offer of the Abbey. A funeral service was held and 
temporarx burial took place for 30 days (Noxetiiber 12-Deeember 11. 1869) on Britain's most halloxved 
ground. Benjamin Moran xx as there, a somber, subdued Benjamin Moran. His secret diary entry. Nox ember 
12. 1869; " fhe scene xvas sacred.... I thought of Peabodx as 1 stood by his coffin... and. ..mentally remarked 
that I couki noxx forget that 1 had...xvarred xvith the dust before me.... 1 reHected on |his| marx elous career, 
his early life, his penurious habits, his xast fortune, his magnificent charity; and the honor.. .then being paid 
to his memory b)’ the Queen of England in the place of sepulchre of txventy English Kings.... 'Ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust.'. ..an anthem xvas sung, and the serx iee | ended |--(ieorge Peaboilx' hax ing reeeiveil burial 
in Westminster Ablxw . an honor cox eted b\ nobles and not alxx ays granted kings." 
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FI*: Prime Minisicr W. H. (ilaclstone's cabinet decided, November 10. 1869, to return Peabody's 
remains to the United States on H. M. ,S. Monarch. Britain's newest w arship, a decision made while near-war 
hysteria flared over reparations demanded by the United States for dama>’cs to its northern ports by the 
British-built ('onfedcrate ship. .AA/bo/no. Gladstone said publicly the next day; with Mr. Peabody's country, 
we w ill not quarrel. 

BJP: 1 ’resident Grant ordered the U.S. na\al commander in Marseilles, France, to send U.S.S. 
Plynionfh to accompany the Monarch across the Atlantic. 

FI*: Admiral Da\’id Farragut commanded the U.S. naval reception, Portland harbor, Maine. Lying- 
in-state ceremonies were held, Portland. Maine, and Peabody. Massachusetts; final burial was in Harmony 
Grove C'cmetery. near Salem, February 8. 1870, attended by Queen Victoria's third son. Prince Arthur. 

BJP: Peabody's name is on a tablet inside the shaft of the Washington Monument. Washington, 
D.C.. for his $1,000 gift made July 4, 1854 when construction halted because of lack of funds. Peabody w as 
one of 29 most famous Americans elected to the New York University Hall of Fame rotunda. 19(X); wdth a 
bust (by sculptor Hans Schuler) unveiled. May 12, 1926. 

FI*: Two Southern state legislatures, Virginia and South Carolina, proposed (unsuccessfully) a 
George Peabody statue in Statuary Hall. U.S. ('apitol Building. 18%. 

B,1I*: Harly in this century ( 1904-08) artist Louis Amateis designed two bronze doors for the we.st 
entrance lo the U.S. ('apitol Building, with a transom panel tableau called "Apotheosis of America." 
symbolizing U.S. intellectual development. Images on that panel are of 'fhomas Jefferson. Benjamin 
Franklin. Ralph Waldo Hmerson. Johns Hopkins. Horace Mann, and George Peabodx . 

FP: riiere were tw o unsuccessful proposals for a commemorati\ e George Peabody United States 
postage stamp. b> ‘rennesseans. 1941; and b\ Massachu.setts citizens. 199.T 

B,1P: Finall) . a traxeling exhibit for the bicentennial of his birth organized by the Peabodx Institute 
of Baltimore began at the Peabody Trust. London. February 18. 1995. and is moving to U.S. PcalnHl) 
institutions through 1996. *jWhat w as (leort’e Peabody's lasting contribution? 

FP: Not alone, w ith others, he sa\ed Mar\land's credit abroad, reinstated Furope's confidence in 
Americ.in state securities, financed the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 
pushed American railroad west through the sale of Huropcan iron and steel, marketed the Mexican War loan, 
financed the Atlantic cable, and as root of the .l.S. Morgan Vo.. Lotidon. and the .1.1*. Morgan Co.. New 
York, marshalleil iinestment capital that made ours the workl's greatest nation. Financial success made 
possible his educational philanthrop) . Writer Hlbcrt Hubbard said: "Getirge Pcabodx 's...lifc was not in what 
he gave, but in w hat |his philanthropic e\ani|ile| taught." flic ( 'hriaian Science Monitor, on the PHF's 60th 
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anniversary (February 9. 1927), wrote: "(ieorge Peabody was. ..the originati)r of that system of endowed 
foundations for publie purposes which has reached its highest development in the United States." His 
education gifts were a leaven, a yeast, a model solution to soeial problems, the results if good, adopted by 
other, civie agencies. I'his is the heartbeat of modern eiiucational philanthropx . (iei)rge Peabody w as its 
founder. ?JWas he a hero? 

HJP: He was a hero to many in the I80)()s but has since then been largely forgotten. He ouaht to be 
better known, deserves commendation, and needs to be remembered. 

FP: Here at the Peabody Institute Library, Danvers, near his birthplace, and at other Peabody 
institutions in the United States and in l.ondon, we remember George Peabody gratefully on his 200th 
birthday (February 18, 1995). 
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(ieorge Peabody Chronology 

Born Feb. 18, Dainers (now Peabody), Mass., third born, second son of 8 children (4 sons. 4 
daughters). 

Attendeil tiistrict school, Danvers. 4 years, ages 8 to 11. 

Apprenticed May 4: as "shop bo\ " in Syh ester Proctor's general store. 

Travelled alone to Post Mills \ illage. Thetford, Vt., to visit maternal grandparents. .leremiah 
Dodge ( 17-14- 1824) and .Uuiith Spofford Dodge (1749-1828). 

(April); clerked briefly in older brother Da\'id Peabod\'s (1790-1841) store. New burvport, 
Mas.s., until May ,G fire ruined business prospects. JJMay 13: fhomas Peabody (father) died; 
George then age lb. 

(Ma\ ): .sailed with uncle .lohn Peabod\ on brig i'anic for Geivgetow n. D.(L May 15: Assisted 
uncle .lohn Peabod\ in openHiig a store on Bridge Street. 

(.luly 15-26); serxeil 12 days in George Peter's compans. tiiilitars district of D.C.: then drilled 
with artillery corps, probably at Fort Warburton, Md. 

(Oct. 5-9); \ isited Newburyport. Mass.: ser\ ed as a pri\ ate in local militia. 

.lunior partner. Riggs, Peaboily &. Go.. Georgetown, D.C.: mo\ ed to Baltimore. 1815. 

Purchasetl former family home in Dam ers (now Peabod\ ): moved his mother there. 

(.luly); estimated estate between S4().()()0 to SbO.OOO. 

(Nov. 1 ): left on l•'l(>rUla for l.iver|)ool. first business trip to Hngland. His will listeil an estate 
of $8.5.( )()(). Returned to New York Sept. 2. 1828. 

(.lime 22): .liulith Dotlge Peabod\ (mother) died in Lock|)ort. N.Y. (born .lulv 25. 1770). 
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Second trip to Hngland, France, and Italy ( 15 months). 

Third trip to Htiropc. JJApril 24, 18.^2: liis will listed estate of $1.^5,()()(), of which $27,000 w as 
designated Tor an orphan asyltim, hos[)ital. Danvers (later IVabody] Mass., schools, and 
education in Baltimore. 

Fourth trip to Hurope. 1J1835 estate estimated at S23.D200. 

(.Ian.): estate estimated at $322,000. !)Feb.; replaced Sanuiel .lones, .Ir. (resigned to become 
state senator), as one oT three commissioners to sell Maryland bonds abroad. JjLeTt on 
Medialnr, fifth trip to Hurope (landed Portsmouth Feb. 19, 1837) to save his creditor, William 
and .lames Brown Co. of Idverpool, and his own firm, in the Panic of 1837. JlRemained in 
London until death in 1869 except for 3 U.S. visits. 

Broken engagement to Esther Elizabeth Hoppin (1819-1905) from Providence. R.I.. who 
. married Alexander Lardner. She wa.s in London during Queen Victoria's coronation, .lune 28. 
1838. 

Peabody. Riggs & Co. ended. Founded George Peabody & Co., l.ondon brokerage-banking 
firm selling Maryland and other state bonds abroad when American states defaulted on bond 
interest payment. 

Blackballed when nominated to exclusive Reform Club, l.ondon, when American states 
defaulted on bond interest payment. 

(March 7): Maryland's legislature and Governor .I..I. Speed, by letter in November, publicly 
thanked Peabody for selling Maryland bonds abroad and for declining $60,000 commission 
during state's financial troubles. 

Was trustee of London Hospital. ^lAs agent, helped 11. S. sculptor Hiram Powers, working in 
Florence, Italy, sell The Greek Slave. ?lMet writer Herman Meh ille (in London to see 
publisher), whose brother. Gansvoort Melville ( 1815-4<i). former American legation secrctar\ , 
London, Peabody had known. 

Accepted into Parthenon ('lub without opposition. JlGa\e first little-publicized .Inly 4 dinner. 
London. Jl.luly 10: made honorary member. ,'Vlaryland Historical Society. *lWas asked in 
No\cmbcr for funds to aid the escape of imprisoned l.ajcs Kossuth (1802-94). Hungarian 
re\ olutionary leader. 

$15. ()()() loan to American exhibitor'^. Great F.\hibition. London (oiiened May 1). •ISecond 
much publicized .luly 4 dinner and ball. l..ondon. attended b\ the Duke of Wellington and cr 
l.(K)0 guests. (Hosted .luly 4 dinners, 18.50-.S8, when an .American Association continued the 
tradition). ?)Gave much publicized Oct. 2” parting dinner for American exhibitors with 
speeches published in 1852 Proi-eeJhi^s. JlOct. 31: gave $L()00 for chemical school and 
laboratory. Maryland Institute for the Promotion of the Mechanic Arts. Baltimore. Later ga\ e 
$5(X) annually in prizes to best graduates. MarGaiid Institute of Design. 
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(May 26): letter and sentiment, "Hdiication, a debt due from present to future generations," u itli 
S20.()()0 enclosed for first Peabody Institute Library. South Dainers (now Feabod> ). Mass. 
?)(ia\ e 7 \ ()lumes of Maryland colonial history c.xtracted from Hnglish manuscripts to Mar\land 
Historical Society (cost unknown). JJNov.; first met Thurlow Weed, later philanthropic adviser. 
!IPaid bail for e.xplorer .lohn ('harles Fremont, arrested and jailed in London. April 7, on U.S. 
debt charges (Fremont attended July 4 banquet). 

$10,000 gift to equip the search for lost British Arctic explorer Sir John Franklin. fJMet in 
L.ondon future partner. Bostonian Junius Spencer Morgan and family, including son, John 
Pierq)ont Morgan. SAug. 20: Abbott Lawrence laid cornerstone of Peabody Institute. Darn ers 
(now Peabody), Mass. 

(Jan. 6): began $200 annual gifts to best high school scholars in both parts of Danvers, Mass. 
IJHenry Barnard, in London to attend an international education meeting, was guest at July 4 
dinner when American Legation secretary Daniel Edgar Sickles (under Ambassador James 
Buchanan, later U.S. President) objected to first toast to the Queen before one to the U.S. 
President. Remaining seated during the toast. Sickles walked out. precipitating press attacks 
impugning Peabody's patriotism. 3)July 4: contributed $1,000 to complete the Washington 
Monument. Washington. D.C. 5JAsked visiting Baltimorean Reverdy Johnson to consult with 
John Pendleton Kennedy and others on plans and trustees for the later Peabody Institute of 
Baltimore. JlOct. 1: began partnership with J.S. Morgan, continuing George Peabody & Co. 
firm name. 

57 (Sept. ?>): left Liverpool on Atlantic fora year's U.S. visit. *IArrived New York Sept. 15. 
^Visited Newport, R.I.. Sept. 18-19; Mass.. Sept. 20-Oct. 9 (Neu buryporl reception), recejition 
and speeches in South Danvers and North Danvers, Mass., Oct. 9. ?JFeb. 12. 1857: . letter 
founding the Peabod\’ Institute of Baltimore. *IJan. 24-Feb. 14 in Baltimore with rccei>lions at 
the Maryland Historical Society (Jan. .JO) and Maryland Institute (Feb. 2). *)In Washington, 
D.C., Feb. 14-2.J where he ;ii)plicd for land bounty as War of 1812 veteran. ?IMarch- April 
visited Charleston. S.('.. Augusta. Ga.. Mobile. Ala., C'airo. 11.. St. Louis, Mo.. Indianapolis. 
Ind.. Cincinnati, Oh.. Pittsburgh. Pa., and Osuego. N.i'. *IAug. 19, 18.57: dcjiarted. on l\r\ia 
for Fjigland. 

In l.ondon, through Episcopal Bishop C^harles P. Mclhaine, Peabody offered to endow Lord 
Shaftesbury's Ragged Schools Union but Shaftesbury said tlmt the greater need was to endow 
model homes for London's workitig poor. *1 April 16: Peabody Itistitute of Baltimore 
eornerstone laid. 

Considered eontributing an observatory to Harxard Unixersity. 

(Mar. 26): l,.ondon Times published Peabody's letter announcing and trustees' letter accepting 
the Peabody fund for London model homes for working innir, fi.lulx 2: made honorarx member 
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of the ( 'lotliu orkcTs' Co. ?l.lulv 10; uiven 1-rccdom ot’tho Cit) ot’l.ondoii. ?IOct.: Nephew O.C. 
Mni^h in London iisked iinele to endow seienee ;it Y;ile I niversitv . 

(l eh). ndmitteil to the exeliisive Athennemn Chib ( di^ti^«llisllell jiersons admitted eaeh year 
tinder ehib's Rule 2). ?IMa\ : deeided to eiuknv the later I’eabod) Miiseiini ot Natural Histor> at 
Yale; 5 trustees named. flAiig.; ga\ e nephew O.C. Marsh ruiuls to |)iircha.se in ()erman\’ books 
and speeimens tor the later Reahod) Mu.seum of Natural History at Yale. 

(Oet. I ); Peabody retired; requested his name removed. Oeorge Peabody & ('o. eontimied as 
.I.S. Morgan & Co. ( 1864-90). Morgan, Cirent'ell C'o. ( 1890-1913), and Morgan, (Irentell l.td. 
(1913-present). JIMay; gave $8,000 (had |)re\iousl\ given $2,000) to the U.S. Sanitary 
Commi.ssion to aid wounded Union soldiers and their families. 

(May 24); with ('yrus Held and other Atlantie Telegraph Co. directors Peabody visited the 
(irccil Eastern, whieh had laid the Atlantie eable. 

(March 28); Queen Victoria's letter of thanks to Peabody for the London homes also offered 
him a miniature portrait of hersell, the customary gift to foreign ambassadors signing treaties 
W'ilh (ireat Britain. His April 3 reply thanked the Queen and accepted the miniature portrait. 
S April 17; presented prizes at the Workingmen's Industrial Exhibition, London. 3) April 18; 
made honorary member, ancient Fishmonger.s' Livery C'o. 3JLeft Liverpool, Scotia. April 21, 
arri\ ed New York on May 1, went to (jeorgetown, Ma.ss., on May 3 wdiere ground was broken 
.luiie 19 and cornerstone laid Sept. 19 for Memorial Church (C'ongregational) built to honor his 
mother's memory. 311Y'abody's May 8 letter to Maryland Historical Society trustees (some of 
whom wanted to take legal action) asked as a per.sonal favor that the Society withdraw from the 
Peabody Institute of Baltimore (he gave the Soeietv’ a S20.(X)() publications fund gift, Nov. 5). 
3)Ma\ 25; some 50 Boston merchants offered Peabodv a |)ublic celebration, which he declined. 
3)C\>nsulted R.C. Winthroj) on philanthropic plans in .May. .lune. Sept., and Oct. 3IOct. 8 letter 
founding the Peaboch Museum of Arehaeolog) and Hthnologv at Harvard: Oct. 25 letter 
tdunding the Peabodv Museum ot" Yale, SL'^O.OOO eaeh. 3)Oet. 30 letter donating $25,000 to 
Phillips Acaiiemv. Andover, Mass., for mathematics and natural sciences professorship. fINov. 

6 letter donating $25,000 ti'> Kenvc>n College. Ciambier. Ohio, for mathematics and engineering 
|)rofessorsh:p. 

(.Ian. 1 ); letter donating $20,000 to Massaehu''eti.. Historical Society's publication fund. 3IPcb. 

7 letter founding the $1 million PHf , whose trustees met Eeb. 8. Willard Hotel. Washington. 
D.C. 3IPcb. O; Pres. Andrew .lohnson ealleil on Peabodv at Willard Hotel to thank him for the 
PEP (Peabodv was considered as treasur> secretary in a cabinet reshuffle planned to save Pres, 
,lohnst)n from impeachment). 3lbv'b. 20 letter donating S15,(XM) to existing New bury port. Mass., 
public library. 3ll-eb. 26 founding letter donating S140.(X)0 for the Peabody Aeadeiii} of 
Science ( renamed Peabodv Museum of Salem, Mass.. 1915: renamed IVabodv’ Essex Museum. 
3IMareh 5; Mass. Republican Sen. Charles Sumner's congressional resolution asking the U.S, 



I'resident lo li;i\e ;i gold medal slmek lo preseni to (leorge Peabody in the name of the 
Atiieriean people. *) March .M): Harnas Sears. Brown Ihiisersil) president, named first I’hh 
administrator. JIMareh: (Jiieen Victoria's miniature portrait presented to Peabody. Washington. 
D.('.. by British ambassailor. ?IAi)ril 1.^ in North Datuers and Ai)ril 18 in (ieorgetown. Mass.. 
Peabody greeted by hundreds of sehoolehildren. IIApril 20 letter gi\ ing $15.0(X) for a public 
library in (ieorgetown. D.C. flApril 25 most likely date of (ieorge Pcabody-.lohns Hopkins 
coin ersation about .lohns Hopkins' later philanthroi)\. ^IMay 1: left New York on Srolia: 
landed May 9 at Queenstown (now C'obh). Ireland. ?|.lune 26; honorary Doctor of C'i\ il Law 
degree, (^.xford University, ^l.hily 17:.honorar\ Doctor of Laws degree in absentia. Har\ard 
University. 

1868 (.Ian. 8): dedication of Memorial C'hurch. (ieorgetown. Mass., built to honor his mother's 

memory. ?)Feb. 24 or 25: inter\ iew with Pope Pius IX. Rome. ltal\. and gift to San Spirito 
Hospital. 5IMtireh: presented to Napoleon Hi and Hmpress Hugenia. Paris. France. ^lApril 13. 
South Danvers (Peabody's birthplace) renamed Peabody, Mass. JJQueen Victoria's miniature 
portrait arrived April 28 and was displayed at the Peabody Institute. Peabody. Mass. 
JlChristmas: Peabody saw in Washington. D.C. the U.S. ('ongressional medal awarded him. 

1869-70 (May 29): boarded Scotia. l.a\erpool; arri\’cd New York .lune 8. JJJune 29 letter added 
$1.384.0(X) to the PF>' (over S2 million total). ?).Iuly 14; Peabody spoke at dedictition of 
Peabody Institute Librar>’ of Danvers. ?).Iuly 1() reception for Peabody at I’eabody Institute 
Library of Peabody. Mass., where Oliver Wendell Flolmes read his poem, "(ieorge Peabody." 
5).Iuly 23: Prince of Wales uineiled sculptor W.W. Store's statue of Peaboiiy on Threadneadle 
St., near Royal Hxchange. London. *).luly 23-Aug. 30: Peabody at White Sulirhur Springs. 
W.Va.. talked with Robert H. Lee. other Confederate generals. Southern elite, ami PHF 
administrator Sears ami later administrator Curry. *l(ia\ e S60.()()() to Washington College (R.H. 
L.ee. president), later renamed Washington and Lee Uni\ersit\. Lexington. Va. JlPeabody's last 
will (Sept. 9) left SKi.OOO to two (ieorge Peabody <V (\k clerks; SI 5.000 to 3 U.S. A. estate 
executors ($5.()0() each). S.SO.OOO to 2 British estate executors (S25.000 each); the remainder to 
family trust, estimated between SI. 5 million and S4 millii'i;. *ISei)t. 29: left New York on 
Scotia, reaeheii Queenstown (now Cobh). Ireland. Oct. 8: gra\el\ ill. he went to business 
colleague and friend Sir Curtis M. Lamirson's home. 80 Haton Square. London, where he died 
No\. 4. JlBritish cabinet liecision No\. 10 for Monarch to return remains to the U.S. 
jrfemporary burial in Westminster Abbey. London. No\ . 12 lo Dec. 1 1: remains transferred to 
Monarch at Portsmouth. Pres. U.S. (irant oniereii U.S.S. Plymouth from Marseilles to 
Portsmouth as accompanying vessel. Ships left Portsmouth Dee. 21. sailed south to Madeira, 
west to Bermiuia. north to Portland. Maine (.Ian. 25); remains went b\ train from Portlaiul (Feb. 
I) lo Peabody. Mass.: (^ueen Victoria's third son. Prince Arthur, atteiuled burial ser\iee. 
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Harmony (iro\o C'cmetcT>'. Salem. Mass.. Keb. 8. huneral co.sts (less unknown 
ISrilisli/Ameriean go\ eminent eiisis) mtalled o\er .S^.OOO. 

1900 Peabod) eleeted to New York l'niversit> Hall of bame; bron/.e tablet umeiled at rotunda. 

Hnh ersity Heights cam[nis. 1901: Peabod\ bust uin eiled. May 20. 1926. 

Biographical Sketches of Authors 

Belts Parker and Frtinklin Parker met at Berea College. Kentueky. in 1946, she entering from 
Deeatur. Alabama: he. from Asheville, North Carolina. Married in 1950. they taught together at Fcrrum 
(\»llege. near Roanoke. Virginia, 1950-52. (jraduate studs' at Peabody College of Vanderbilt I Inis'ersity. 
Nashville. 1952-56, led to Betty's M.A. degree in hnglish and Franklin's Bd.D. degree in History and 
Philosophy of Fdueation. 

Franklin Parker taught History of Fdueation, Philosophy of Hducation, and Comparative and 
International Hducation at State University of Nesv York-Nesv Paltz, 1956-57; the unis'crsities of Texas 
(Austin). 1957-64: Oklahoma (Norman). 1964-68; and West Virginia (Morgantown), 1968-86 (svhere his 
title remains Claude Worthington Benedum Professor of Fxlueation Emeritus). He held post-retirement 
positions as distinguished s'isiting professor. Northern Arizona University (Flagstaff), 1986-89, and Western 
('arolina University (Cullowhee, NC). 1989-94. 

Bett\ Parker taught high school English and social studies, college Hnglish at Belmont College. 
Naslnille. and Reading, Universit\ of Texas (Austin). She was associated with the American Friends 
Service Committee (Southwest Region) before doing a full-time research and writing with Franklin Parker. 
The) studied national education systems in southern Africa ( 1957-.s8; 1961-62). Russia ( 1971 ), ('hina ( 1974. 
1978. 198(i). Britain ( 16 visits), other Fiuroitean eountries--resulting in 20 mostly reference books, including 
(tiinii in the People's Repuhlic of China ( 1986) and Ednraiion in l:n,i>laiul and Wales ( 1991 ). 

Related I’ublications 

Franklin Parker, "l.egae)' of Ceorge Pe;il-H)d): Siteeial Bicentenar) Issue" |reprint of o\er 20 articles], in 
Peabody .lonnutl o/ luincaiioin HXX. Nh). 1 (Fall 1994). 210 pages. (Order from Peabod) .liuirnal of 
Fdueation. Peabody College iif Vanderbilt Universit). 1 1.^ Pa\ne Hall. Post Office Box 41. Naslnille 
M2C?>). S20 each for Hibniries and organi/atiims. S15 each for indi\'iduals. S8 each for 40 or more 
copies of same issue. 

Franklin Parker, (leori^e Peabody. A Biography. Revised. .Ianuar\ 1995 (Vanderbilt University Press. Box 
Sl.C .Station B. Nashville $29,95 htirdeover; $16,95 paper. 
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